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THE SOLAR SYSTEM

What Is a Solar Eclipse?

1. �What does totality mean when  
discussing a solar eclipse?

2. �Which part of the Sun is visible  
during a total solar eclipse?

3. �The Moon is 400 times smaller than the Sun. How can the Moon block our view  
of the entire Sun during a solar eclipse? 

4. Why doesn’t the Moon create a solar eclipse every month?

5. �In 500 million years, there will be no more total solar eclipses.  
Why not? What is causing this change? 


